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upon the first hearing, and appeals go to Constanti-
nople, to be unravelled in the presence of the lega-
tions of the respective parties. In this last respect
France alone is an exception to the rule. This
power, whose excellent traditions in matter of juris-
prudence are the honour of her magistracy, has from
the first attributed to the Imperial Court of Aix the
right of hearing and deciding all causes coming
tinder this head, arising in the Levant. However
this may be, it will be easy to understand how many
reefs are set in the passages leading to a justice so
costly, and so tedious and difficult to obtain; how
much change of place it requires; and, in case the
matter is entrusted to agents at Constantinople, by
how slight a thread depends the gaining of an im-
portant suit!

In considering this active and heterogeneous com-
munity, whose operations are as extended as they urc
varied, and the interests so closely bound up with
the financial state of Europe, the dangers of this con-
stitutional vice will be at once perceived; and a just
idea will be formed of the innumerable difficulties,
the conflicts of jurisdiction, the means of avoiding a
process, the dubious manoeuvres, the quibbles, the
denials of justice, which such a state of things neces-
sarily carries in its train.

It has happened, in cases of bankruptcy, that